
 
 
 

May 16, 2019 
 
 
TO:  Charles Liou, Manager, Environmental Initiatives 
  Port Authority of NY & NJ 
 
FROM:  Lisa Yakomin, President 
  Association of Bi-State Motor Carriers 
 
RE:  Proposed Changes to Port Facilities Tariff announced on May 3, 2019 
 
I am writing on behalf of our Bi-State Membership in response to the proposed tariff changes that 
were announced on May 3rd. As active participants in the port community, the Association of Bi-
State Motor Carriers has long-advocated for a measured, voluntary approach to reducing pollution in 
the region, urging the Port Authority to avoid punitive bans and mandates that would negatively 
impact the trucking community's ability to serve the Port of New York & New Jersey.  
 
While the Bi-State supports the concept of encouraging port truckers to replace older equipment, we 
are disappointed in the PANYNJ's continued reliance on mandatory directives that selectively ban 
fully EPA-compliant trucks from serving the port.  We urge you to reconsider this mandate, and 
encourage vehicle replacement on a voluntary basis--such as the Truck Replacement Program 
currently offered by the Ports of Wilmington Philadelphia--rather than enact a ban that unfairly 
targets the port drayage industry.  
 
We understand the PANYNJ's efforts to reduce the number of older vehicles on our roadways, but 
there must be a balance between the desire to replace older vehicles and the need to preserve 
the billions of dollars in local, state and federal revenue provided by the businesses that serve the 
port community each year. The intermodal trucking community is a vital source of economic stability 
and jobs in the region, and steps must be taken to support and grow the trucking industry as we 
work to meet the ever-increasing demands and record-breaking container volumes experienced at 
the Port of NY & NJ over the last several years. Banning trucks that are legal at every other port 
along the East Coast makes us less competitive, and worsens the shortage of port drivers. 
  
The Association of Bi-State Motor Carriers has consistently proven its commitment to environmental 
stewardship in the port community. Several years ago we took a proactive approach by developing  
and overseeing our own street-turn program between member firms, which resulted in a significant 
reduction in vehicle miles traveled, less traffic, and lower emissions. We pledge to continue working 
to increase efficiency in transporting goods throughout the region, while calling on transportation 
authorities and elected officials to address ongoing congestion issues, as well as the cumbersome 
street turn fees recently assessed by the shipping lines, that have hindered our efforts. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Yakomin, President 
Association of Bi-State Motor Carriers 

 
cc:   Sam Ruda, Director, Port Department 
 Beth Rooney, Deputy Director, Port Department 
 


